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WELCOMING YOUR NEW GOLDEN BOND DOG!!

Congratulations, and thank you for adopting one of our dogs! 

We have put together the following tips to help make your new dog's transition to his new life as smooth as possible. IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ THIS IN ORDER TO MAKE YOUR, AND YOUR NEW DOG'S, RELATIONSHIP SUCCESSFUL!

Consider what your dog has been through in the past month or so:

Your new dog may have been a stray on the street, hung out in a shelter for awhile, and then come to Golden Bond and our vet staff where they are poked and prodded. In some cases your dog may have come directly from its previous owner where it lived perhaps all of its life. Regardless, your dog is going to be stressed and not know what is going on. He then meets you. He must be thinking, "Where am I and who are these people?" Remember your dog is NEW to everything... including YOU, YOUR HOUSE, YOUR CAR, SMELLS, ROUTINES, ETC. BE PATIENT UNTIL HE IS COMFORTABLE.
Introducing your dog to other animals in your home:

Introduce your new dog to your resident dog slowly (if you have one). We recommend allowing the dogs to meet outside, on leash and then taking them both on a short walk to get used to each other. DO NOT LEAVE YOUR NEW DOG UNATTENDED IN YOUR FENCED YARD! We prefer that you keep your dog on leash (except in the house) for at least a week, preferably longer, until you are sure you don't have an escape artist on your hands. THIS INCLUDES IN YOUR BACK YARD!

If you have cats, be sure to introduce the dog on leash to the cats in a large room where the cat(s) feel safe and can get to a high area easily. Keep your new dog on leash while the cats are in the room so they can get used to him/her and you can see if there is any reaction on the part of your new dog to the cats. You should keep your new dog on leash in the house for several days until you are sure there are no issues between him and your cat(s).

Your resident pets will need lots of love and reinforcement during the "breaking in" period to know that they are still number one in your lives. You will obviously want to give your new dog lots of attention, but please give your resident pets even more. You don't want to create a jealousy issue.
A Word About Toys:

PICK UP ALL DOG/CAT TOYS AND KEEP THEM AWAY FROM ALL PETS FOR AT LEAST A WEEK TO MAKE SURE YOU DO NOT HAVE A "RESOURCE GUARDING" ISSUE.

Feeding:

Do not overfeed or water your new dog even if he acts like he's starving. If you overfeed or give free access to water you're going to run the risk of seeing both of them return to you on your living room carpet in short order!

FEED THE NEW DOG SEPARATELY FROM THE RESIDENT DOG for a few days until you are sure there is no food aggression from either dog.

Going Potty:
Take your new dog out frequently. We suggest you think about taking him out hourly while you are home so he gets the idea. Be patient. It is not uncommon for newly placed dogs to have at least a few "mistakes" because of the uncertainty in their lives and the upheaval of moving homes. 
Sleeping:
Your dog may be exhausted. He may be restless and understandably unsettled his first night (and often longer). If you have a crate, you may prefer to crate him at night or even during the day when you are gone. Since some dogs seem to feel more secure in a crate, you may want to leave the crate open during the day so he can go in and out as he wishes. While you're sleeping, you might want to tether him to your bed in a closed room with a dog bed. Let him be secure being near you and not alone in another part of your house  
You may need to take the dog out in the night for the first few days. Be on the lookout for signs.

The first few days:

Please keep your new dog quiet for the first few days. This is not the time to take your dog in the car to Home Depot, or invite all your friends and relatives over to meet your new dog. Please let him get used to you and his new home and any resident pets that you have. Do not think you should rush him right into taking long walks or hikes with you. Take things slowly. THIS IS ALSO NOT THE TIME TO TAKE YOUR DOG TO A DOG PARK!!!

FOLLOW-UP:
We are here to help you at any time. It is our intention to set both you and your new dog up for success. Please give your new dog lots of time to find his or her way in a new world full of new and unexpected things. He will reward you many times over with his loyalty and trust.

Congratulations!
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